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DESIGNER

Philip Nixon creates an outdoor
room for broadcaster Jamie
Theakston and his wife Sophie

DESIGNER
PROFILE

Top of his graduating class at
the Inchbald School of Garden
Design, PHILIP NIXON holds
three Gold medals and one Silver-Gilt for gardens
at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. As well as
running his own garden and landscape design
business with projects as far afield as Russia and
Canada, he designs garden furniture and structures.
THE BRIEF "My client Jamie Theakston and his wife
Sophie were looking for a comfortable family
garden that complemented their stylish home.”

ginally, | was called in by the architect, who had rec

house and wanted to commis-

restored the couple’s Regency
sion a garden to complement the interiors. As you enter the
front door of the house, you can see through to the garden at
the back, so it was important that the interior and exterior
designs were unified. Because the garden is always on show,
> attractive all year round. Jamie has a great artistic

stob

eye, and in the house he has an unusual collection of stylishly
kitsch jtems, including Charles and Diana memorabilia, on
.Jk -~

with antique gardening

display. T inspired the garden bo 1ses, which have a

potting shed style and are set out
pots and tools, as well as a selection of gnomes

"I have tried to make the most of the space, e the
, and

is just seven by five m

pt the design,

s overloo

and planting simple.

uring houses so, to}

1s in metal frames on top «

marrying traditional with contemporary maten-

just as th ors mix old and n sofas and table

which doub a fireplace (a wooden lid lifts off to reveal a

reate a room outside, and attract people out into the
garden. A child- and pet-friendly bubbling water feature adds

a dynamic finishing touch to the Modernist design.”" i
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CREATING PRIVACY

+EEindary fefices are often not tall
“enough to afford privacy in a town
garden, but-this can present a design
opportunity rather than a problem.
Here, bespoke wattle-panels add

ght, while their texture and tolou,
glement the wood cladding
gature of the vertical

glaht restrictions -

g office.”




H&G GARDEN DETAILS

"Ii'us gardenis shady, 5o I have chésen plants that

_tolerate low IlgI}t {evels I have alsoc ysed evergreenand

sr.ented clipmbers as Trachebspermwn Jasminoides " |+ .
g Ttar jasmlne) to C‘l’ e the walls,.as ‘they take up little FACT F | L E
“U’ grou{ld ‘Space yet soften the harcunndscaping Box PLANTS

hedgesjpd rhadodendrons in pots create: sense of :ss‘;:”: b A

cloﬁre, Wwhile hardy perenmals. such as'gerannlms - ¥ ;e;,;ﬁf;;weum

and hellebores. inject seasn'nal imerest™ * Helleborus orientalis.
= « Libertia grandifiora,
= Thalictrum delavayi
‘Hewitt's Double’.
= Trachelospermum
Jasminoides (star jasmine).
= White-flowering
rhododendron.

WHERE TO BUY
claire Austin Hardy Plarlts

Perennials and box hedginc

Jacksons Nurserles

01785

LANDSCAPE
MATERIALS

"Comfortable furniture encourag §80D e to Shend timein the :
garden, but it has to be low maintenanct #filagstheticallypleasing. ‘ WHERE TO BUY
I-designed this furniture to bejust that, with robust IFo} es and : Clifton Nurseries

foam cushions that dry quickly. They ar&in-a water-resistant can%ﬁ
in Storm, 150cm wide, by Perennials Outdoor Fabrics- inthe US, 001 ' tools and accessories
214 638 4162, perennialsfabrics,com, available in the UK at EGBm . M Daylesford Organic
through Robert Spurway, 020 7351 6888, robertspurway.com.” e The Garden

0207

020 7289 6851, cliftor

CONTACT DETAILS
Philip Nixon Design
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